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NEW PASTORS AND CHAPLAINS 


Anton Kirkegaard 
Called to Hamlin Lu- 


theran Church, Hamlin, 


Iowa. 


John T. Beck 
Called to be chaplain in 
the U.S. armed forces. 


Five young men graduted from 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Blair, 
Neb., May 29. They will be ordain- 
ed in different congregations this 
year, and not at the annual conven- 
tion because of the long distance to 


the convention. 


Robert G. Nelson 
Called to be chaplain in 
the U.S. armed forces. 


Lloyd W. Lorensen 
Called to Bethany Lu- 
theran Church, Moor- 
head, Iowa. 


Robert D. Thoms 
Called to be chaplain in 
the U.S. armed forces. 
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News and Notes 


Harlan, Iowa. Since the middle of 
March a total of 20 adults and 16 chil- 
dren have \become members of our 
congregation ‘by transfer. One family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Hegner and sons, 
Manfred ‘and Ernie, came to our com- 
munity from Germany, under the Dis- 
placed Persons Program, and are quick- 
ly becoming a fine American family. 


We deeply regret the passing of one 
of our congregation’s founders, James 
C. Olsen. Born in Aarhus, Denmark in 
1865, he was nearly 90 years of age 
when he died and was buried just be- 
fore Easter. Before our church was 
built in 1915, meetings were held in 
the Olsen home. Among the many of- 
fices that he held and carried out so 
faithfully were Secretary, President, 
and Deacon of the Church, and Trea- 
surer of the Sunday school. Mrs. Ol- 
sen, who survives with 6 daughters 
and 2 sons, was founder of our Ladies’ 
Aid. A number of memorial Bibles 
have lbeen given to our Church by the 
Olsen family. 


Itinerary for Pastor Lloyd Neve, mis- 
sionary to Japan: 


June 16 Caruthers, Calif. 
17 Nisei Center 
19 Sunday, Reedley and Del 
Rey, Calif. 
20 Pasadena, Calif. 
21-25 Lynwood, Calif. 
27 Ferndale, Calif, 
29 Eugene, Ore. 
30 Portland, Ore. 


In mid-April we enjoyed hearing 
about our South American Mission and 
seeing colored pictures from there as 
presented by Rev. Arnfeld Morck from 
Colombia. Our Dorcas Society has 
worked on two interesting mission 
projects—religious pictures were pre- 
pared for the Japan Mission, and hos- 
pital gowns were made from old 
white shirts for the Santal Mission. 
July 5 Dickson, Alta. 
6 Red Deer, Alta. 
7 Olds, Alta. 


10 Sunday, Calgary a.m., Stan- 
dard 3:00 p.m., Hussar in the 
evening 


11 Tilley, Alta. 

14, Westby, Mont. 

15 Froid, Mont. 

17 Sidney am. and p.m. 
18 Westby, Mont. 

19 Redvers, Sask. 

20 Swan River, Man. 


21 Bowhbells, N.D. 
22 Flaxtion, N.D. 


24 Sunday, Kenmare, N. Dak., 


Nazareth a.m., Trinity aft- 
ternoon, Zion evening 


25 Luverne, N.D. 


On Pentecost Sunday a class-of 16— 
9 girls and 7 boys—was confirmed. A 
Question Period for the class, to which 
parents and friends were invited, was 
held on a weekday evening. 

Our Sunday school’s enrollment has 
increased steadily until we now have 
at . least 199 pupils, and three new 
teachers have joined the staff to take 
care of classes which were formed 


when it became necessary to divide 
large ones. 


W.MLS. Circuit Rally. The W.M.S. 
Circuit rally consisting of the churches 
of Milltown, Luck, North Luck, Cush- 
ing and Bone Lake was held at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church at Bone Lake 
May 24, 1955. Mrs. Arnold Jorgensen 
of Milltown was in charge of the pro- 
gram. Mrs. Philman Bernsten wel- 
comed the guests. Mrs. Otto Nielsen 


led in scripture reading and prj 
Pastor Arnfeldt Morck, missionar) 
furlough from Colombia, South 
merica, was guest speaker and shq 
some interesting slides. Also a fil} 
“Tutheran World Federation.” Sp 
musical numibers were furnished 


pronouncing the benediction. Li. 
was served by St. Paul’s Ladies’ 
The next rally will be held at 
town. Mrs. Harold Lindgren was e 
ed chairman. 


L 


i 


Norwalk, Calif., Trinity Lut 


Church, Pastor Wm. J. Hanson. Sail 
day, May 14, was a big day at Trit| 
Lutheran, for it marked the 3rd al 
versary of the congregation. It 
celebrated ‘with a Smorgasbord din 
after which a program was held? 
thanksgiving to God and also to 
pastor, whom God has used for 
work. The main speaker for the e} 
ning was the Rev. Adolph Kloth/ 
Valley Lutheran, North Hollywa 
Greetings were sent by Dr. Hans 
Jersild, the Rev. K. M. Matthiesen, 
Rev. Christian Justesen and the 
Allan D. Hansen. 


~ 


—— 


Pastors Joseph Girtz and Frank 
Rasmussen were present and brouy 
greetings. Melius Bollesen, the Pa 
District Interne, was present and 
was Mr. Art J. Rasmussen, synodi 
board member. 


Hanson ‘and his wife each with a 
watch from the congregation. 
was truly glorified on this great ¢ 
casion by the expressions of lov 
thankfulness, humbleness and cons 
cration.” The congregation now h 
1227 ‘baptized members and 919 Su 
day school children enrolled. | 

| 


Pastor Enok Mortensen of Tyl 
Minn., of the A/E.L.C. and your edit 
received the order of Knight of Da 
nebrog from the Danish King April $ 


(Continued on page 13) 
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litorials and Comments 


Interviewing the Youth Director 


FULL-TIME YOUTH DIRECTOR NEEDED? 
ithe last two issues we have written about the youth 
, and we have also mentioned the suggestion from 
outh leaders that the U.E.L.C. call a full-time youth 
tor. Since the present part-time director is our 
¥ibor, the Rev. George Robertson, Royal, Iowa, we 
ed to interview him about our Luther League work 
fabout his views on the office of a full-time youth 
ttor. We had a chance to discuss the problems with 
a few days ago, and here we present some of his 
ers to our questions. We started by asking this 
tion: 


which way do you think a full-time youth director 
e of help to the local Luther League? 


kstor Robertsen said: ‘He can plan and conduct con- 
.ces for pastors, counsellors and youth workers. He 
nave time to think through the total youth program 
ur synod. It is too much a hit and miss affair with 
borrowed from here and there. The youth director 
be a better resource person.” 


which way do you find that the U.E.L.C. Luther 
e work is lagging behind that of the other Lu- 
n bodies? 


hey have better workshops. They try to train lead- 
sor the youth work. That is, they try to train good 
ars for the district work. This then penetrates down 


.e local level. Their stewardship program is better.” 


ur third question: What are your observations the 
; the past two years as a part-time director? 


.stor Robertson said: “There is an eagerness among 
young people to grow in Christ. Yes, I have found 
spiritual eagerness among many of the leaguers. 
therefore of great importance what is being done 
the leaguers today. It means much both for the 


ion and the church. 


, good many league programs are not bad. But one 
x point in many programs is the fact that leaguers 
_ot always have a part in them. They should be en- 
aged to express themselves. That will mean very 
Ih to them, because we should remember that the 
ng people are not only a part of the church today, 
also of the church of tomorrow. 


have found that a good many pastors are discour- 
with respect to the league work. A full time youth 


stor could perhaps help them. 
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“The youth director might be able through the semi- 
nary to help the future pastors. The fact that he would 
devote his whole time to it, would be useful to the syn- 
od in every way.” 


Can you give some outstanding examples of good 


Luther League work in the synod, was our next ques- 
tion. 


In the answer to that question Pastor Robertson was 
most discreet. He did not tell us of any particular place, 
but he did mention a few instances in which he found 
the work very good. 


We then asked about the Bible camps. Pastor Robert- 
son had a great deal to say to that question: 


“The Bible camps and the Luther League should work 
hand in hand. The youth director could meet with Bible 
camp leaders and give advice and inspiration.” 


Suppose the merger of the four Lutheran churches 
comes about within two years; what do you think a full- 
time director could do in that time? 


“Since we are lagging behind his job would be to bring 
our youth work into line with that of the other bodies. 
He could get time to attend the meetings of the youth 
leaders of the merging churches. Such efforts would be 
very much worthwhile.” 


Have you any idea how a full-time youth director 
would get down ot be of real help to the local league? 


“T am thinking of two fields, evangelism and stew- 
ardship. We can make great improvements there.” 


Well, we admit that we can learn a great deal in evan- 
gelism, but it seems to us that our synod has been one 
of the best per capita contributors of the Lutheran 
bodies. 


Pastor Robertson answered: “That may well be, but 
we could have done much better. If our present mem- 
bers had had a good stewardship program, when they 
were young, we might not have needed such an extra 
effort as the Forward with Christ Appeal.” 


Will you please tell us how you expect a youth di- 
rector te get such an idea as better stewardship down to 
the local leaguer? 


Pastor Robertson answered with a question: “How 
does a general get down to the ordinary soldier? He 
does that through his officers. The youth director would 
work through the pastors to the leaguers as the general 


(Concluded on page 6) 


Almost any person will tell you that to be a Christian 
is to be like Jesus, our Christ. What did He do? Jesus 
sought persons. He left the synagogue to seek those who 
were unsought by the worshippers in the synagogue. He 
sought Levi, a publican, who collected taxes. Finding 
him at the tax table, Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” 
And Levi did. 

Jesus sought Zacchaeus. He found him up a tree. They 
went home together. The religious people murmured 
that Jesus had gone home with a sinner. Jesus said, “I 
am come to seek... .” 

A Christian’s Business 

My business as a follower of Jesus is to seek the un- 
sought, as He did. The unsought heard him gladly. They 
will hear us gladly as we seek them out and tell them 
about the love of Christ for every person. 

In a small community a pastor’s wife said to me, “The 
president of the Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
and I did something this afternoon which we have never 
done before.” Immediately I asked, “What did you do?” 
She said, “We went to see the town prostitute. We told 
her that Christ loved her and that we loved her. As we 
talked to her, she sobbed her penitence and said she was 
tired of living as she did.” These two women were seek- 
ing persons as Christ did. A Christian will seek persons 
to tell the good news of the gospel of Christ. 

A Christian will live so attractively that he will at- 
tract persons to Christ. He will be so winsome that he 
will win some for Christ. He will be so gracious to all 
persons that they will want the grace of God which en- 
ables him to live gracefully. 

The self-righteous sought Jesus. Nicodemus, a ruler, 
visited Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” 
The Rich Ruler came to Jesus and said, “What must I 
do to have life?” A lawyer came to Jesus with the same 
question. Simon, the Pharisee, invited Jesus to have din- 
ner in his house. The “sought” sought Jesus because He 
had life. Christians possess life. Others will seek them if 
they live differently from the world. 

One night a lawyer and I visited a young man in his 
home to invite him to be a follower of Christ. He said, 
“T have been thinking of visiting Mr. McNutt” (my 
teammate). I said, “Why were you going to see Mr. Mc- 
Nutt? He is a lawyer.” The young man replied, “I want 
to be a Christian.” But I asked again, “Why were you 
going to see Mr. McNutt?” He replied, “I want to be a 
Christian.” Then he explained, “I lived next door to Mr. 
McNutt for three years. I know how he lives. This law- 
yer was saving a man for Christ by his daily, neighbor- 
ly living. 

A Christian lives as Christ lived. Persons come to 
Christians to find out what they have. A Christian is 
salt to save the individual and society. A Christian is 


To Be a Christian! 


By Harry Denman 


“IT am come to seek and to save.” 
A Christian’s Service 

A Christian is a servant. Jesus took a towel to 
the feet of those who wanted place and position, of 
who took a sword, and of him who took silver. The n 
Christian thinks of self. The Christian thinks of oth 
A Christian would rather serve others than self. / 

The lawyer sought Jesus to find life. Jesus told ]j 
about the Samaritan who loved God with all his hed 
and whose heart was filled with compassion for a beak 
and robbed man. This Samaritan loved God with all} 
mind, and his mind was on a neglected man. The | 
maritan loved God with all his soul, was full of mef 
for a friendless man. The Samaritan loved God with} 
his strength, and his body was given to a man neglec 
by representatives of religion. The Samaritan had | 
because he gave life. A Christian is living because he 
serving those who need mercy. 

A Christian will seek the unsought. A Christian 
be saving others by daily living. A Christian will sei 
by being a neighbor to those who need mercy. A Chi 
tian will live as Christ lived. A Christian will live} 
Christ wants him to live. 

A Christian’s Concern | 

Jesus sought persons and gave them an invitation} 
discipleship. If they accepted, He taught them until tl 
decided to follow or to turn away. If they accepted, | 
continued the living and the leading in order that tk 
might develop. He said to them on one occasion, “I he 
given you an example.” 

The time has come for us to sharpen our work. | 
our concerns and activities should have these objecti 

To seek persons for Christ 
To win persons for Christ 
To develop persons for Christ 

Are we seeking persons for Christ? Are we winni 
persons for Christ? Are we developing disciples 
Christ? If not, what are we doing? And why are we 
ing what we are? | 

The local church is the agency for doing this work. 
is comprised of persons. The local church which is : 
seeking, winning, and developing disciples for Christ 
not functioning. That church is dead. There are millio 
of children, young people, and adults to seek, to w 
and to develop. 

The liquor industry is making every effort to se 
to win, and to develop drinkers. The tobacco people z 
using all means of communication to seek, to win, a 
to develop smokers. The merchant is using all possil 
legitimate means to seek, to win, and to develop ct 
tomers. ; 

Christ gave His ministry to seeking, winning, and « 
veloping disciples. A Christian is one who does the san 

—The Shephe: 
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ninary Graduates Told 
pose Is to Save Souls 


pringfield, O.—New Graduates of 
ma Divinity |School here were 
H by a Lutheran leader that their 
in purpose will be saving souls, not 
soming financiers, administrators or 
isinessmen, 


Whether you wish it or not, you as 
‘tors will be judged in large degree 
the standards of the commercial 
rid,’ said Dr. Frederick M. Hanes 
‘Indianapolis, president of the In- 

wna Synod of the United Lutheran 
rch in America. 


He said the question the new gradu- 
| will have to contend with most is, 
An he produce?” 

Or. Hanes counseled they must first, 
it and always remember that they 
ure chosen—by God—for a purpose, 
ich is the salvation of immortal 
als, in our own day and throughout 
ne and eternity. 


ited Lutherans Launch 

‘vertising Program 

New York—A program of news- 

mer advertising was launched here 
the United Lutheran Church in A- 

rica which sent a series of 31 mats 

fits 4,300 congregations. 


Mach church is expected to buy ad- 
ntising space to run the ads in lo- 
daily and weekly newspapers, or 
cooperation with other Lutheran 
urches in the community. 


Whe series includes two-column lay- 

answering such questions as 
That is a Lutheran?”, “How Do Lu- 
4rans Believe We Are Saved?” “Do 
itherans Worship Saints?” “Do Lu- 
‘rans Believe Theirs Is The Only 
me Religion?”, “What is the Luther- 
Idea of Sin?” and “What Are 
nme of the Basic Principles of the 
utheran Creed?” There also are spe- 
4l mats for Reformation Sunday, 
.ster and other observances. 


[The mats were prepared by the 
aurch’s Department of Press, Radio 
yd Television here. The department 
id many churches had asked for 
em, especially in connection with 
2 two-year evangelism program to 
launched lby the ULCA in October. 


=w Jordan Law Requires 

*rmit for Sale of 

and to Christians 

Jerusalem—A new law enacted in 
‘rdan requires a special government 
‘rmit for the sale of land to Chris- 
an religious bodies. 


. 
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URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


Jordan controls Jerusalem’s Old 
City in which many Christian shrines 
are located. There is a recurring de- 
mand for land as the site of hospitals, 
monasteries, hospices and other Chris- 
tian institutions near these shrines. 

(Christian leaders here were report- 
ed aroused over the new law. 


Parting of Parishes 
in Stockholm 


One of the biggest problems in the 
Swedish National Church, to which 
leading churchmen have again and 
again called the attention of the pub- 
lic opinion are the large parishes in 
Stockholm. This problem will be solv- 
ed fior the present. The government 
namely has decided to divide the two 
biggest parishes Brannkyrka and 
Enskede, which have 258,000 mem- 
bers together, into 6 parishes. The big- 
gest of these will have an area with 
some more than 65,000 inhabitants, 
and the smallest one nearly 25,000 in- 
habitants. The parting willl be effec- 
tive from January 1st, 1957. Already 
now it is foreseen that the two biggest 
parishes in a reasonably near future 
will be divided again. 


Celebration of the 900th Anniversary 
of First Icelandic Bishop 


In the summer of 1956 it will be 900 
years since the first Icelandic bishop, 
Isleifur Gissurarson, was ordained. 
His episcopal residence was in Skal- 
holt where he also established a school 
for the clergy. 


Large celebrations have been plan- 
ned for next summer to be held at this 
historic place. There is nothing left of 
former glories, but in celebration of 
the anniversary it has been planned 
to build a church at Skalholt in the 
Roman style so common 900 years ago. 
The drawings for the church have 
been completed, ‘building is to start 
this summer and the church should be 
roofed over by winter, but it will not 
be possible to complete it by next 
summer. It has also been suggested in 
connection with the anniversary that 
the ordaining bishop of Skalholt dio- 
cese, who at present has his residence 
in Reykjavik, should move his resi- 
dence to the old diocese. 


The Well-Known Sculptor, 
Einar Jonsson, Dies 


The great Icelandic sculptor, Profes- 
sor Einar Jonsson, has died, and at his 
funeral from Reykjavik Cathedral at 
which the Bishop spoke a whole na- 
tion headed by the Presidential couple 
manifested their gratitude to him. 
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Einar Jonsson was a deeply reli- 
gious personality and this attitude 
found expression in his art. From his 
last years ‘we have a monument 
which at a distance looks like a cross, 
but on approaching one finds that it 
represents the silent angel of sorrow 
carrying a young woman in his arms. 
One of his most impressive pieces is a 
3 meter tall statue of Christ, both 
sublime and human, majestic and ten- 
der, representing the Saviour at the 
moment when the Spirit in the shape 
of a dove comes to dedicate him to His 
calling. This figure now stands near 
the altar in the Hallgrim Church in 
Reykjavik. 


Churches Give Common Opinion 
on Abortion Laws 


The institution called “Kristen 
Hjezlp” (Christian Help), which is a 
central social organ for all the Na- 
tional Church organizations in Den- 
mark, has sent an address to the Par- 
liamentary committee working on the 
formulation of new abortion laws. The 
statement expresses the Church’s point 
of view, that abortion should only be 
legal for medical, ethical (race), and 
eugenic (seriously defective children) 
reasons. It protests against inducing 
abortion on other grounds, recommend- 
ing that social aid be given to the wo- 
men instead so that they can complete 
their pregnancy. A similar protest was 
made against the formulation of a bill 
introduced by the Ministry of Justice, 
according to which abortion is permit- 
ted in cases of women who are “not 
suited to take care of a child” because 
of serious physical or mental defects— 
it is feared that a rule of this sort will 
lead to abortions in cases where it is 
not necessary. Contraceptives are ac- 
cepted as a weapon in the fight a- 
gainst abortion, but objections are 
raised to giving collective instruction 
in ‘their use in schools. 


It is suggested in the address that a 
representative of the Church eg. a 
clergyman or a deaconess, who is to 
be nominated by the bishop of the dio- 
cese and appointed by the Ministry 
of Social Affairs, be attached to each 
Maternity Welfare Centre and to the 
General Council for Maternity Wel- 
fare. 


REWARD 

Sometime healed-over scars burst 
forth and smart, 

And mortal flesh regrets remembered 
Paine. 

But from the past left-over blessings 
come 

To cheer the soul and heal the scars 
again. 

—Selected. 
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INTERVIEWING THE YOUTH DIRECTOR 
(Continued from page 3) 
works through his officers to the soldiers.” 

In conclusion Pastor Robertson said that the average 
age of the Luther leaguer is 16 years, not more. We do 
not have the leaguers more than four years, that is why 
it is necessary to do more intense work among them. 
It is often a Dad’s problem. His influence in the home 
is so important. These four years are so flexible. What 
happens to the young people during that time is often 
decisive for the rest of their lives. 


June 13, | 


Pastor Robertson gave us the impression that h 
completely sold on the idea of a full-time youth dire! 
We are sure that you will be interested in this conj 
sation with him. 

We are sorry we did not think of interviewing | 
before now. This might have given some peopl 
chance to express themselves for or against this ide} 
a full time office for the Luther Leagues. We do k 


that it will be opposed by a number, and also that tl) 
are some that will favor it, if it is brought before 
convention. 


A LITTLE PARABLE FOR MOTHERS 


By Temple Bailey 


The young mother set her foot on the path of life. 
“Is the way long?” she asked. 


And her Guide said: “Yes, and the way is hard. And 
you will be old before you reach the end of it. But the 
end will be better than the beginning.” 


But the young mother was happy, and she would not 
believe that anything could be better than these years. 
So she played with her children and gathered flowers 
for them along the way, and bathed them in the clear 
streams; and the sun shone on them, and life was good, 
and the young mother cried, “Nothing will ever be love- 
lier than this.” 


Then night came, and storm, and the path was dark, 
and the children shook with fear and cold, and the 
mother drew them close and covered them with her 
mantle, and the children said, ‘““Oh, Mother, we are not 
afraid; for you are near, and no harm can come,” and 
the mother said, “This is better than the brightness of 
day, for I have taught my children courage.” 


And the morning came, and there was a hill ahead, 
and the children climbed and grew weary, and the moth- 
er was weary, but at all times she said to the children, 
“A little patience and we are there.” So the children 
climbed, and when they reached the top, they said, “We 
could not have done it without you, Mother.” And the 
mother, when she lay down that night, looked up at the 
stars and said, “This is a better day than the last, for 
my children have learned fortitude in the face of hard- 
ness. Yesterday I gave them courage. Today I have 
given them strength.” 


And the next day came strange clouds which dark- 
ened the earth—clouds of war and hate and evil, and 
the children groped and stumbled, and the mother said: 
“Look up, lift your eyes to the Light.” And the children 
looked and saw above the clouds an Everlasting Glory, 
and it guided them and brought them beyond the dark- 
ness. And that night the mother said, “This is the best 
day of all, for I have shown my children God.” 


And the days went on, and the weeks and the months, 


and the years, and the mother grew old, and she | 
little and bent. But her children were tall and str 
and walked with courage. And when the way was hj} 
they helped their mother, and when the way was roy 
they lifted her, for she was as light as a feather; anq 
last they came to a hill, and beyond the hill they cc 
see a shining road and golden gates flung wide. 


And the mother said: “I have reached the end of } 
journey. And now I know that the end is better t 
the beginning, for my children can walk alone, and t) 
children after them.” 


And the children said, “You will always walk with} 
Mother, even when you have gone through the gat 
And they stood and watched her as she went on ald 
and the gates closed after her. And they said: “We 
not see her, but she is with us still. A mother like o 
is more than a memory. She is a living presence.” | 


—The Watch | 


MONTREAL PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
SHOW LUTHER FILM 


Montreal—Eleven Protestant churches here began 4 
vate showings of the motion picture “Martin Luther”t 
successive nights. 


Public showing of the film, produced in 1952 by Lo 
de Rochemont Associates for Lutheran Church Prod 
tions Inc., was ‘banned nearly a year and a half ago 
the Quebec Board of Cinema Censors. The prohibit 
does not apply to private screenings. | 

Officials of the 11 churches said no charge woul 
made but freewill offerings would be accepted. 

Five of the churches belong to the United Chiirelf 
Canada, two are Lutheran, two Presbyterian, one Bi 
tist, and one Anglican. 


The Quebec censor board had ruled that it would ‘ 
against the real interests of the population (which 
predominantly Roman Catholic) to show a film t] 
would cause undue antagonistic sentiments.” | 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 
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Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 


Significant Statement by Leaders in India 


hristian mission faces several difficult problems in 
a. It seems as if it will become more and more dif- 
It for missionaries to get a visa to India. One illustra- 
of this was the refusal given Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
gensen, whom the Santal Mission wanted in India. 
Christian Century recently carried a statement 
ch was written by an unofficial but representative 
wp of both missionaries and Indian Christians of 
ty denominations. In order to keep our friends in- 
ned of the developments we reprint this statement 
htly abbreviated. It is signed by A. Ralla Ram and 
nley E. Jones for the Sat Tal Ashram. 
: A Statement 
his unofficial but representative group at San Tal 
ram, representing many sections of India and many 
jominations, and also including missionaries from a 
nber of foreign countries, has prayerfully considered 
situation regarding Christian missions in India at the 
sent time and hereby places before the country and 
Christian church our considered views. 
irst, the genesis of Christian missions is found in 
nature of the Christian faith. The nature of that faith 
0 share what has been shared with us: “Freely ye 
e received, freely give.” This is not optional; it is ob- 
tory. Our own Master gave this word: “Go ye into 
tthe world and preach the gospel... and lo, I am with 
1 always.” He is with us when we are true to those 
ers and silently departs from us when we are not. 
vecond, the preaching of that gospel to all the world 
done through life, through healing the bodies and 
nds of men, through educating youth, through de- 
oping more food by better agriculture, through 
nes for the orphan, leper, blind and deaf, through so- 
| services of various kinds, and through the spoken 
rd. All these things are done, when truly Christian, 
His name and for His sake. 
“hird, when we are truly Christian, none of these so- 
| services can possibly be used as baits to get people 
become Christians. These are undertaken because it 
ight to do them whether or not people become Chris- 
1s through them. We would heal people because peo- 
need healing, feed them because they need to be fed. 
10 one should become Christian through these serv- 
s, we would do them for His sake and because people 
.d them. Man’s need must be met irrespective of his 
epting our faith or not. 
‘ourth, we do not give the gospel to any particular 
ion because we think it is in special need of it more 
n any other; we give it because everybody is in 
cial need of it, East or West, especially ourselves. So 
begin with ourselves and the people around us. As 
give it to India we know that where one worker is 


sent abroad, a hundred workers are working at the 
home base of the sending country to help Christianize 
that country. So there is no particular drive on any one 
nation or group of nations. We go to man as man every- 
where. We go to nations not because they are any worse 
than any other but because they are a part of the world 
—the world to which He sent us. 


Proselytism Repudiated 

Fifth, in sharing this gospel we repudiate proselytism. 
Jesus condemned proselytism in these words to the 
Pharisees: “Ye compass land and sea to make one prose- 
lyte.” Proselytism is the getting of a man to change from 
one religion to another without any necessary change in 
character and life; it is a change of label, but not of life. 
That is degrading both to the religion itself and to the 
person undergoing it. But while we repudiate prose- 
lytism, we do believe in Christian conversion. Conver- 
sion is a change in character and life followed by an out- 
er change in allegiance corresponding to that inner 
change. We believe that this is a necessity for all life 
everywhere. And we have no apologies for trying to pro- 
duce that kind of conversion. 

Sixth, we need not say that we repudiate very strong- 
ly all offering of extraneous inducements to anyone to 
become a Christian. 

Seventh, in going into any country the ones going 
should have a purely moral and spiritual purpose in go- 
ing—they should have no political or financial connee- 
tions with the government of the country from which 
they come, and they should take no part in the politics 
of the country to which they go. They should be inter- 
ested in the total life of the country around them and 
should endeavor to make good citizens of that country, 
but they themselves should take no part in politics as 
such. 


The Question of National Loyalties 

Eighth, missionaries, both indigenous and foreign, 
should tend to produce loyalty to that country in which 
they work. They should do nothing to undermine the 
loyalty of the people to their native land and do all they 
can, directly and indirectly, to produce loyalty, and 
loyalty of a finer type. If they cannot conscientiously 
do so, they should leave the country or be recalled. 

Ninth, no missionary, indigenous or foreign, should 
scurrilously attack the faith of others. He should positive- 
ly present his own faith, leaving his hearers to make in- 
wardly comparative judgments. 

Tenth, in building up schools, hospitals, churches in 
any country the ownership of these institutions should 
be transferred as quickly as possible to responsible 
bodies of indigenous Christians for holding. This has al- 
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ready been done in responsible mission bodies, Indians 
forming a large majority in the property-holding boards. 
Moreover, as soon as indigenous leadership is available 
all responsible posts should be manned by indigenous 
personnel. This too has been done in responsible mis- 
sion bodies. The function of the missionary from abroad 
is to be a stimulator, a spiritualizer of an essentially in- 
digenous movement, never an overlord. 

Eleventh, in the presentation of the Christian gospel 
we must remember that Jesus said, “I come not to de- 
stroy but to fulfill.” The Christian faith is not the enemy 
of any truth or of the good things in a culture or re- 
ligion found anywhere. It sees that truth and that good 
come to completion and perfection in Jesus who is the 
Truth. 

Twelfth, in coming to another culture the Christian 
faith, being universal, gathers up into itself all local 
forms and ceremonies akin to its own nature and ex- 
presses that universality in those local forms, For in- 
stance, there are Christian ashrams in India and now in 
the West. The Christian faith is therefore capable of be- 
ing naturalized anywhere. 


Setting the Missionary House in Order 


These are the twelve basic principles and procedures 
in bringing the Christian gospel to any land. We must 
confess that we have not always lived up to those pro- 
cedures. We have often been guilty of un-Christian con- 
duct and attitudes. We must set our own house in order. 
This we are endeavoring to do. If one-fourth of our en- 
deavors is to share the gospel with others, three-fourths 
of our endeavors are directed toward Christianizing un- 
Christian Christianity. We are more than aware of the 
problems within the Christian movement. We are burden- 
ed by them. Moreover, at times some have been guilty of 
proselytism—proselytism instead of Christian conversion. 
People have sometimes come into our faith with little or 
no change in character and life, and we are reaping the 
consequences of nominal Christianity. 

The present criticism of Christian missions will, there- 
fore, do us good and we hope that it will lead to a puri- 
fication of our movement. No one is more anxious to 
purify that movement than we ourselves; and we may 
add that no movement is subjected to a greater degree 
of self-criticism than the Christian movement. 

We believe in the essential soundness of that move- 
ment. We are not ashamed of the results of the impact 
of that movement upon India’s life. It has produced a 
mighty uplift of the dispossessed people of our land 
when few or none were interested in their uplift. We 
have dotted the land with hospitals, schools and colleges, 
homes for the orphans, the leper and the blind, agricul- 
tural and technical institutions, and so on. We have pro- 
duced men and women who have become governors, 
cabinet ministers, officials in every branch of govern- 
men, doctors, educators and businessmen, and good citi- 
zens in general. Many of these have come out of the out- 
cast sections of society. We were the first community to 
repudiate communal representation and place implicit 
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trust in the people of our country without reference 
caste, color or creed. It is true that there are mis 


for them, but for only the mission bodies which coop 
ate with each other through the National Chris 
Council of India. 


Give and Take 

Christianity has been established in India for 4 
thousand years on the Malabar coast and has therefi 
become an indigenous faith; nevertheless in mod¢ 
times we have received the Christian faith largely fr 
the West. But we need not say what is a fact—that | 
have remained loyal citizens of this land. We belied 
that in becoming Christians we are not less Indian, } 
more. At the same time we hope to be able to help ¢ 
rich the lands which have sent us missionaries, for 
hope to take an enriched Christianity to them in ord 
to help them complete the Christianization of their 0) 
lands. This process is now taking place. Christian | 
dians are now going to the West to expound and preg 
the gospel to them. So it is give and take. 

We are grateful that the constitution of India gives } 
the right to “profess, practice and propagate” our fai 
We trust that we shall do all three in a manner wort 
of our Master and the country which we love and ser¥ 

One final word. Our faith is a universal faith abo! 
race and nation and class. We therefore feel that it is i 
essential part of the expression of our faith that mes 
bers of all races, all nations and all classes work it of 
together. We therefore welcome all from at home al 
from abroad to our fellowship. | 

While some foreign missionaries, particularly in pr 
freedom days, have not made India their spiritual hor 
and have been unsympathetic, they have been very fe 
and very far between. Most of those who now come | 
our country from abroad are sympathetic and loyal | 
our democracy, and anxious to serve our country af 
make it strong. We think it would be a deep loss to o 
country and to our movement if these friends from | 
broad should be excluded. They are an asset to ey 
country. Through them crores of rupees are poured il 
to the places of vital need in India. These crores con} 
not from governments but from devoted individua’ 
rich and poor, because they are impelled by an intere 
in meeting human need. 


Democracy at Stake 

We hope that no nation abroad will exclude or exp 
our nationals from freely preaching what faith the 
will—Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism or Christianity. We lik 
wise hope that our nation will not repudiate in word ¢ 
in fact the idea of a great secular state in which ¢ 
faiths will be free to propagate their ideas and practiced 
if done in an orderly and law-abiding manner. We hoy 
that our country will not succumb to the pressures 
religious communalism. If so, our democracy is gone ar 
a religious communal state has come into being. Oy 
(Continued on page 15) 
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REPORT PEOPLE TAKING MARRIAGE 
PROBLEMS TO PASTORS 


inneapolis, Minn.—Folks are taking their marriage 
premarital problems to their pastors in ever-increas- 
numbers these days, clergymen attending a_ short 
rse on marriage counseling at the University of Min- 
‘Bota here revealed. 


ore than 100 ministers attended the two-day course 
ducted by Dr. Robert G. Foster, director of the mar- 
ie counseling service and training program at the 
fnninger Foundation, Topeka, Kan., a psychiatric clin- 
,and teaching center. 


“I have enough work in the marriage-counseling field 
| keep a full-time social worker busy,” one young pas- 
w said. 


“Most of those who come to me are young-marrieds, 
id mostly it is the wives who want help,” another pas- 
ir said. “Typically, the problem is of the young wife 
those husband is so busy ‘getting ahead’ in the business 
orld that he can spend little time at home. 


“The wife feels neglected. Routine at home becomes a 
tudgery and there seems to be no point in life. It’s just 
iids and dishes and housework.’ She comes to her pas- 
sr and complains that marriage ‘isn’t fun any more.’ 
“The daily coffee parties in the neighborhood and the 
yeekly bridge game she finds are no solution to her 
vroblem. 


“Maybe by this time she’s been thinking of a divorce, 
- of the men she could have married. There are feel- 
igs of guilt and frustration. 


“It’s no good simply telling her to ‘bear her cross.’ The 
sastor has got to be of concrete help. He’s got to help 
he young wife put meaning back into her existence. 


Dr. Foster said that “the paths of religion and psychia- 
vy are drawing closer together.” 


As evidence of this he cited the seminars at the Men- 
‘inger Foundation which annually bring together top 
saders in the two fields to discuss their common prob- 
=ms. 

He also reported that residents in advanced psychiatry 
+ Menninger now study the relationship of religion and 
ssychiatry and that the Armed Forces are sending chap- 
ins to the foundation to study marriage counseling. 

“One of the hopeful signs,” he said, “is that more doc- 
ors, lawyers, ministers, psychiatrists, social workers and 
sthers trying to help people with their marriage prob- 
ms now are seeking to ‘cross fertilize’ their ideas—co- 
yperating with each other instead of competing—and as 
, result are doing a better job of helping.” 


PRAYER ON WOMEN PASTORS 

RAISES FURORE IN SWEDEN 
Copenhagen, Denmark—One of the strongest prayers 
syer voiced in a Lutheran church was heard in connec- 
ion with the Swedish debate on ordination of women to 


the ministry of the Church of Sweden, “Kristeligt Pres- 
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sebureau” of the Church of Denmark reported here. 


According to the Danish information service, a Swed- 
ish pastor, who had tried to explain the debate to his 
congregation, concluded the Sunday service with a pray- 
er that “God may deliver us of female pastors.” 


The prayer provoked so much attention, the Danish 
report continued, that soon Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothen- 
burg, in whose diocese the prayer had been given was 
forced to intercede in defence of the “guilty” pastor. 


The bishop told the press that, “the New Testament 
teaches us that a woman is not called to the ministry,” 
and that, as far as he could see, “all ought to pray that 
the Church be delivered of the controversies and mis- 
fortunes which may come if the Parliament adopts a law 
giving women the right to become ordained ministers.” 

Meanwhile, the Swedish Parliament has postponed 
voting on the controversial issue to give the Council of 
the Church of Sweden an opportunity to voice its formal 
opinion. 


Adding that ‘“‘certain signs indicate a majority for the 
admission of women to the ministry in Sweden,” Kriste- 
ligt Pressebureau stressed that the shortage of ministers 
in the Church of Sweden has caused it to call ten Nor- 
wegian ministers to serve in Sweden during the past six 
years. 


“As the shortage of pastors in Sweden appears to en- 
dure, the ‘export’ of ministers from Norway to Sweden 
may become more and more of an acute question, es- 
pecially as there does not seem to be any great surplus 
of theologians in Norway either,” the Danes commented. 


LABOR LEADER URGES 
ABOLITION OF LAITY 


Atlantic City, N. J—A call to “abolish the laity” so 
that all can “become preachers and move church work 
out of the church building and into the community,” was 
sounded here by a leader of organized labor. 


Albert Whitehouse, director of District 25 of the Unit- 
ed Steelworkers of America and the first organized la- 
bor representative to be elected a vice-president of the 
National Council of Churches, addressed the annual 
meeting of the American Baptist Convention. 


Mr. Whitehouse, who has served on several national 
commissions of his own denomination, the Disciples of 
Christ, urged the delegates to “really put into practice 
that glorious Protestant doctrine of the universal priest- 
hood of all believers.” 


He voiced concern over statistics which show that the 
“vast majority” of people who join churches do not re- 
main members. The reason for this, Mr. Whitehouse con- 
tended, is that the church does “not show enough con- 
cern about their daily work.” For too many, he said, the 
church is a “set of Sunday principles instead of all-life 
principles.” 
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“Serny, ve Lutheran Church in Town" 


“Aw, you’re kidding!” replied 
Bob West to the man in a large 
town in California who said no, 
there wasn’t a Lutheran church 
there. 

“No, I’m not,’ said the man. 
“Sure’s I’m standing here, this 
town has no Lutheran church.” 

Taking the man’s word for it, 
Bob went back to his folks’ car 
parked at the curb and told them 
what the man had said. 

“But that’s impossible,” his fa- 
ther responded. “Why, back home 
in the Midwest there’s a Lutheran 
church in almost every village and 
town. And dozens of ’em in big 
cities. Must be different out here. 
Well, climb in and let’s find some 
other church for our worship this 
morning.” 

As Mr. West pressed the starter 
button, he looked over his shoulder 
into the back seat and said, “When 
we get back home, Bob, you and 
Betty find out if there really are no 
Lutherans in this big enterprising 
town. It hardly seems possible that 
there isn’t even one 
church here!” 

“We sure will,’ Betty promised 
firmly. “Imagine us belonging to the 
largest Protestant church in the 
world and having to be told by a 
man out here in California, ‘Sorry, 
no Lutheran church in town.’ It 
doesn’t add up!” 

“We'll write our home mission 
department, that’s for sure!” Bob 
chimed in. “I want to know how 
come.” 

Vacation over, the Wests got home 
after driving 9,000 miles and visit- 
ing 21states. They hadstopped inoth- 
er places besides California and had 
asked about Lutheran churches. Es- 
pecially in Arizona, New Mexico, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, 


Lutheran 


By Thomas W. Wersell 


they found few Lutheran Congrega- 
tions. By the time they came back 
they found out there were many, 
many towns along the route with no 
Lutheran churches. 

Bob and Betty soon sent a letter 
off to the church home missions 
board. In it they said: 

“We have just come home from a 
long trip from here to the West 
Coast and back by a southern route. 
In many towns we asked about Lu- 
theran churches, and time and again 
we were told, ‘Sorry, no Lutheran 
churches in this town.’ We got dis- 
turbed and decided to write and ask 
you about it. Can you tell us about 
the Lutheran church situation in 
our country and what Lutherans 
are doing about it? Thank you.” 

In a few days [Bob and Betty had 
a reply. It told them that there 
were over 16,500 Lutheran churches 
in America but that some states had 
only a few. “For instance,” the let- 
ter said, “Arizona has about 40, 
New Mexico 23, Mississippi about 
30, Alabama only 64, and Georgia 
around 40. Some states have thous- 
ands of Lutheran churches: Penn- 
sylvania with more than 1,650; 
Minnesota with over 2,000 and Wis- 
consin with about 1,550.” California, 
the letter stated, has less than 500 
Lutheran churches serving a popu- 
lation of over 10 million people. 

There are as many Lutheran 
churches in the five states of Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
North Dakota, and Illinois as there 
are in all the other 43 states put to- 
gether, the reply pointed out. It 
also showed that for every Luther- 
an in the United States there are 12 
persons who do not belong to any 
church at all. And there are six 
million of us Lutherans ... times 12 
equals ...! 
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Homer Larsen, Edit« 


Bob and Betty could easily = 
that the Lutheran church has a f 
job to do in this country in obe 
ence to the command of Jesus, “¢ 
ye, and make disciples.” Betty ref 
on aloud as the letter said: 

“All Lutheran church bodies a 
doing the best they can to extel 
the church. They are going in to \ 
churched communities and towk 


theran churches and 
new mission congregations. 
last five years one new Luther 
church has been organized evey 
other day, but still as Jesus sail 
‘The fields are white unto harves} 

“To take care of the unchurché 
people in California alone, we Li 
therans should start three or foul 
new churches a day for a whol 
year! With enough pastors and mis 
sion money, we could do it, and al 
reach into other states which offe 
similar challenges. 


we make a survey. That’s a house 


new mission possibilities are. Ofter 
a young woman who is employed as 
a survey worker by the Americar 
Missions Board makes the survey 
Then, we put a worker on the fielo 
—sometimes an ordained pastor 
sometimes a field missionary whe 
may be a student. He calls on ‘pros- 
pects’ and arranges for a meeting 
of all interested persons. Then he 
begins conducting worship service: 
in some temporary meeting place 
like a school or even a theater. Ney 
congregations have started meeting 
in tents and in funeral parlors, too 


“In time a group is gathered thai 
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rge enough (about 50 adults) to 
t a new church, and people sign 
for membership. Some will join 
letters of transfer, some by in- 
ction, and some by confession of 
h. The congregation is formally 
anized, officers are elected, a 
titution is adopted, articles of 
‘orporation are filed if necessary, 
a pastor is called by the new 
gregation to be its spiritual lead- 


“Later on plans are made for 
ilding a church or a first unit of a 
ure church. The new mission 
ows, gets stronger, and finally is 
regular’ church.” 


Betty stopped reading then and 
id, “How about that? All that 
ork to start a new congregation! 
sre, Bob, you take over,” she said 
she handed him the letter. 


“Sure thing!” he responded, be- 
aning to read where the letter 


id: 


“Most of the time these missions 
sed financial aid to meet their 
“eds, so Mother Church gives 
em money to ‘get going. ‘This 
joney, along with the contributions 
the members, is used to pay cur- 
«nt expenses such as salaries, light, 
iel and rent. It isn’t paid back, 
ormally, but is a gift to the new 
ission. 


“Besides the mission aid, the 
lother Church provides loans for 
1e new mission for building pur- 
oses because an infant congrega- 
on can’t borrow money any place 
Ise. Such loans come out of what is 
sually called the Church Extension 
‘und. It is like a bank that lends 
1oney at a low rate of interest. This 
yan is paid back over a period of 
ears and is then re-loaned to other 
ew congregations. Many of our 
arger Lutheran church bodies have 
hurch extension funds of several 
iillions of dollars. 


“In the United Evangelical Lu- 
neran Church that fund is made 
igger by a special ‘Forward 
rith Christ’ ingathering this year.” 


Then Bob stopped reading. “Man 
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alive!” he remarked, “this is the 
longest letter I’ve ever seen, but 
I’m beginning to understand a few 
things, Betty, about why there 
aren’t enough Lutheran churches to 
go around.” 


“Me too, Bob,” Betty replied. “I 
wonder if this letter says anything 
about what we can do to help. Read 
On, SItiy 


“Some people,’ he read. “think 
that churches ‘just happen.’ They 
aren’t aware of the fact that some- 
body has to do something to bring 
new churches into being. 


“Most of us have done some pray- 
ing about extending the Kingdom 
of God through planting new mis- 
sions But not enough of us have 
gone out to do anything about it. 
And every one of us can do more to 
get new missions started in America 
through giving money! ‘Oh, is that 
all?’ some say, ‘here’s a dollar. Now 
I’ve done my part.’ 


“We'll accept your dollar and 
we'll thank you, but that isn’t doing 
your part. A dollar isn’t enough! 
The Lutheran church needs mil- 
lions of dollars, not thousands or 
even hundreds-of-thousands! Church 
extension funds of three and four 
millions of dollars are not sufficient 
to meet the opportunities! All Lu- 
theran groups in America are in 
desperate need of more extension 
money. 


“And where will they get it? 
From themselves, of course! We 
can’t go on television like Milton 
Berle, Bob Hope, and Bing Crosby 
did recently to plead for money for 
a cancer fund. Nor can we go house 
_-to-house like the Red Cross or the 
Community Chest in their annual 
appeals. We can’t even put coin 
collectors on counter tops in stores. 


‘We must raise our money within 
our church family, and the people 
who confess faith in Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour and belong to our 
churches must be the ones who pro- 
vide resources for our extension 
funds. They can give their money in 
several ways: through the regular 
benevolences offering, a part of 
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which goes to American Missions; 
through special offerings like the 
present one called ‘March of Mis- 
sions,’ and through direct gifts for 
Missions. 


“More of our people,” the letter 
concluded, “need to have an experi- 
ence like the man who was asked 
how he could keep on giving so 
much to the church. He gave his 
answer this way: Well, you see, I 
keep shoveling out, and the Lord 
keeps shoveling in, and the Lord 
He’s got the biggest shovel! 


“With millions of Lutherans feel- 
ing that way about the matter, it 
wouldn’t be long until all of the 
open fields could be occupied with 
new Lutheran congregations. Then 
you two young people would have 
to drive mighty far before you 
would ever hear again those disap- 
pointing words, ‘Sorry, no Luthe:- 
an church in town.’ 


“Oh, yes, one thing more before 
closing this letter. Don’t forget that 
money isn’t the only consideration 
in this matter. Besides prayer and 
good stewardship, we need leader- 
ship for home missions. We need 
young women, Betty, to serve as 
survey workers, parish missionaries, 
deaconesses, and parish secretaries 
—girls who are willing to dedicate 
themselves to help establish new 
congregations. 


“We also need pastors and youth 
leaders, Bob, to lead in this work-— 
young men who say YES to the call 
of the Holy Spirit to enter the Gos- 
pel ministry and offer themselves in 
God’s program of proclaiming the 
good news of the love of God in Je- 
sus Christ.” 


The letter was signed by the di- 
rector of missions, and when Bob 
and Betty had finished it, they 
didn’t say much for a while. Then 
Bob said, “I’m going to explain to 
Dad and Mother about this and 
then talk to our pastor and find out 
what we can do. I’m going to help 
fix things so somebody won’t have 
to say again ‘Sorry, no Lutheran 
churches in town.’ ” 

—From “Teen Talk” 
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BY THE FIRESIDE | 


IT ISN'T THE CHURCH 
Il’S YOU 


It isn’t the preacher’s flowery prayer, 

Or the way the choir sings, 

Or the size of the coin your neighbor 
gives, 

Or the help your brother brings; 

It isn’t the size of your favorite 
church, 

Or the cost of your favorite pew, 

Or the style of clothes the members 
wear, 

For it isn’t the church, it’s you. 


It isn’t the way the work is done, 

Or the way the money’s spent, 

Or whether the gospel’s all brought in, 

Or whether there’s some that’s sent; 

It isn’t the kind of creed they love, 

Or peculiar things they do, 

Or whether the doctrine suits your 
taste, 

For it isn’t the church, it’s you. 


For a chain’s as strong as the weakest 
link, 

And it breaks with a heavy load, 

But a church that’s full of the links 
that pull 

Can level the roughest road. 

If you get in tune with the Master’s 
will, 

With your heart and your labors too, 

You will love your church, though it 
has its faults, 

For it isn’t the church, it’s you. 


—R. R. Newberry 


ANOTHER TESTIMONY 


After preaching the gospel for 40 
years, and after printing the sermons 
I have preached more than 40 years, 
reaching now to the number of 22,000, 
in weekly succession, I am fairly en- 
titled to speak about the fullness and 
the richness of the Bible as a preach- 
er’s book. Brethren, it is inexhaustible. 
No question about freshness will arise 
if we keep close to the text of the 
sacred volume. There can be no dif- 
ficulty about finding themes totally 
distinct from those we have handled 
before; tthe variety is as infinite as 
the fullness. A long life will only suf- 
fice to skirt the shores of this great 
continent of light. In the forty years 
of my ministry I have only touched 
the hem of ‘tthe garment of divine 
truth; but what virtue has flowed out 
of it! The Word is like its Author— 
infinite, immeasurable, without end. 
If you were ordained to be a preacher 
through eternity, you would have be- 
fore you a theme equal to everlasting 
demands. —C. H. Spurgeon 


HOW MUCH DO YOU SEE? 


An American couple were passing an 
unusual building in one of our larger 
cities. “If we saw that abroad,” said 
cne, “we would itake pictures of it 
and tell all our friends about it when 
we got home.” Why? The building 
would be no more beautiful; its archi- 
tecture no more remarkable. Why the 
difference? 


Perhaps Arnold Toynbee, the _his- 
torian, suggested the reason when he 
wrote: “Familiarity is the opiate of 
the imagination.” On a trip abroad, 
one is wide-eyed mentally. Instead of 
just looking, as he habitually does at 
home, he sees things. 


That is the secret of enjoying beauty. 
Nothing for ‘you can be beautiful un- 
til you see it. A starry night, a majes- 
tic mountain, a lovely cloud formation, 
a spectacular sunrise, a shimmering 
lake, a delicate flower—can be indes- 
cribably ibeautiful to those who take 
the trouble really to see them. If you 
would enjoy beauty, try to imaigine 
what you are looking at is unique— 
that you may never see another like 
it. Engrave each detail in your mind. 
Lock it in your memory bank. 


Someone once asked Helen Keller 
if it wasn’t pretty awful to be blind, 
and she answered: “Not half so bad as 
to have two good eyes and see noth- 
ing.” —Whatsoever Things. 


THE TONGUE 


“The boneless tongue, so small and 
weak 

Can crush and kill,” 
Greek; 

“The tongue destroys a greater horde,” 

The Turk asserts, “than does the 
sword.” 


declared the 


The Persian proverb wisely saith; 

“A lengthy tongue—an early death.” 

Or sometimes takes this form instead, 

“Don’t let your tongue cut off your 
head.” 


“The tongue can speak a word, whose 
speed” 

Says the Chinese, “outstrips the steed;” 

While Arab sages this impart: 

“The tongue’s great storehouse is the 
heart,” 


From Hebrew wit the maxim sprung: 

“Though feet may slip, ne’er let the 
tongue;” 

The sacred writer crowns the whole: 

“Who keeps his tongue, doth keep his 
soul.” 


—Exchange 


June 13, 


HELPING TOGETHER BY PRAY 


I like to feel that though on earth | 
never meet, ! 

Yet we may hold heart-fellowship 
God’s dear feet. 

I like to feel that in the work tl 
hast to do, | 

That I ‘by lifting hands of prayer 
help thee too. 


f 
| 
1) 


I like ‘to think that in the path of | 
love prepares } 
The steps may stronger prove thro 
secret prayers. i 

I like to think that when on high 
sults ‘we see, \ 
Perchance thou wilt rejoice that Ith 
prayed for thee. \ 
—Author Not Knowl 

| 


i 


} 


A man was showing a friend over hi 
farm. “How many sheep would y)| 


suppose there are in that flock?” | 
! 
After some hesitation, the visitor 


plied, “Five hundred.” 


“Correct,” said the farmer. “Howh 
you guess?” 


“I just counted the legs and dividé 
iby four,” said the visitor. it 


| 
At the football game, the boss sud 
denly came in behind his office bo} 


and tapped him on the shoulder. | 


“So this is your uncle’s funeral?” bk 
demanded of the startled youth, 


“Looks like it,” the quick-witte} 
youngster replied. “He’s the referes 
down there.” | 

| 


GRUMBLING 


Nothing is easier than fault-finding 
No talent, no self-denial, no braing 
and no charcter are required to set uy 
in the grumbling business. Does it ap’ 
peal to you? —Rotary Bit 


-_—— 


| 


“Mr. Garvin,” a man asked his tailo 
“how is it you have not called on md 
for my account?” 


“Oh, I never ask a gentleman fo 
money.” 


| 


“Indeed! How, then, do you get or 
if he doesn’t pay?” 


“Why,” replied the tailor, hesitating 
“after a certain time, I conclude he is 
not a gentleman, and then I ask him,’ 


(Continued from page 2) 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Ihe 59th Annual Convention of the 
ed Evangelical Lutheran Church 
be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
rch, 3801 Cortland Street, Lyn- 
, California, June 21-26 beginning 
the opening services Tuesday, 
e 21 at 8:00 PM. Our Convention 
sme is: “Strong in the Lord.” All 
gregations are urged to send dele- 
delegate for each fifty 
mbers twenty-one years and over, 
major fraction thereof. Delegates 
ll please have credential blanks fill- 
out, bring to the convention, and 
he to the Credentials Committee. All 
itters which require Convention ac- 
m should be in the hands of the 
march Council by June Ist. See be- 
vy for further information from the 
st congregation. May God pour out 
s rich blessing upon our 59th Con- 
ntion. Pray for our Convention. 
Hans C. Jersild, President 
Lawrence Siersbeck, Secretary 


mst. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
yurch of Lynwood, California, ex- 
ads to all delegates and members of 
» U.E.L.C. a cordial welcome to at- 
nd the 59th Annual Convention of 
= United Evangelical Lutheran 
1urch to be held June 21-26, 1955. 
1 registrations should be sent to Mr. 
sank Herstine in care of the church, 
1 Cortland St., Lynwood. 

Allan D. Hansen, Pastor 

Mr. Frank Herstine, Registrar 
%St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
3801 Cortland Street 
Lynwood, California 


W.M.S. NOTICE 
e Women’s Missionary Society of 
se United Evangelical Church will 
vld its annual convention in conjunc- 
on with the U.E.L.C. Convention at 
« Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lynwood, 
alifornia, June 21-26. 
"Thursday, 9:30 A.M., Meeting of 
Nominating Committee. 
Friday, 8:00 P.M., Mission Service 
Meeting 
(Speaker is Pastor Arnfeld Morck) 
Saturday, 1:15 P.M., Annual Busi- 
ness Session 
Saturday Evening, Fellowship Sup- 
per, (Speaker is Pastor Ernest 
Enigskov.) 
Signed: 
President, Jennie Hansen 


| 
ips one 


Rec. Sec’y., E. Irene Christiansen 
GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 


INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
A. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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Plan An Ideal Vacation 
For Your Family This Summer 


aga + 


Ladle Okoboji 


Bible Camp 


Near Milford, lowa 


FAMILY WEEK -- AUGUST 14-20 


Family week at Lake Okoboji Bible Camp makes an ideal vacation 
for the whole family. Here you find Christian fellowship, worship 
and recreation. Included on the program are Bible studies by Rev. 
George Pallesen, Ringsted, Ia. and Evening Evangelistic Services by 
Rev. George Robertson, Royal, Ia., Rev. Arthur Sorensen, Graetting- 
er, Ia. and Rev. Pallesen. Supervised swimming and lessons are con- 
ducted. Ample time for family plans is available. Total cost is just 
$2.25 per person per day and half-price for children under 7. 


SEND YOUR RESERVATIONS TO 
Mr. Dave Thomsen, Lutheran Bible Camp, 


REST RECREATION WORSHIP 


— saa, 
THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET (Agi Telephones: 
ts) 5 oo 
NEW YORK 19, N. ¥. QS#EH Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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en's d. Seheol Gere Indias, utah. ia 
Total dren’s school Genera Home diz Uta j 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Received _ Homes Fund _Fund___ Mission (Mission Mission Ful 
Prev.ously acknowledged She eee ne ee ae 4156.24 67.93 oe d 
ASE ye Ch Me Chace DEN OLN UE aii, cL. 091,50]) 150.00 
Lincoln Nebr mOunssavion's Uuths Church 2.8 eee ee ee 


Audubon, la., in memory of Mrs. Mads Hansen: Mr. and Mrs, 
Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. George L. Christensen, Mr. and Mrs, 
Christensen and Mr. 


Harvig: 
Herman 


100.00 


Racine, Wis., Pastor and Mrs. Cornelius Hansen in memory of M.A. ccc l ccc} ol. 
Sweet A re ae DRUM nO OLIVER. ct kacncoelfl x comesr ct amit. i 
Blair. Nebr., Mr. and Mrs.-R. CC. Sorensen in memory of Rev. S. S. Nielsen See oe eee ere kd se fartnereerts : Seen | : i 
TOTAL 5059.01 92.93] 1480.31] 281.00! 1766.93/1088.68] 31.33 314 
i 
| 
South : : Gen. jf 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fore# 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missiq 
Brevi OUsiyara Clio wleds ec pmatn cain ens a a OPE |17063.09]] | 3875.48] 294.89] 1479.62 48.80|13765.54 
Blain) Nebroe Danishyiladics siAidiman unl Lean eee 10.00 8 oh ictal eet. ee a eae 
Trinity Sem’nary Student Body for support of a Native Evan-| .......... Ah SL ips Sh Se Rt: een eee 
BelISth a RALE alias ear Meer hh gee the, ere ie Beat UR ge S21 Bill eee terme ea eee cos a0 lye esse sneer RR OULD es eee eee ea ee 
Omaha, Nebr., Pella Luth. Church in memory of Pastor Alfred / ............. 
TROMAD SOIR tas Rett ee Soph, Une | Mateae eek ec eae | 67.21 
Chicago, Ill., Mrs. Metha Knudsen SIS) eh soaks eatah eae “he “AN ake Seay DUGY |, cgsoesba ll os cooco--voclll Below 
Jacobsen, Hayward, Calif., toward Rev. Morck’s translation | ..... BAA hon ctie Ee ol tk ae 
work, and $3 in memory of Maurice Sweet, Westbrook, Me. | 6.00 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Albert Rasmussen for Leprosy Colony mat. | oae |e eee 
Mikalamialyr A Dri Calg eect ce ieee ead ie a, Re ea Ree oe | ONC O] emer eee, ns 
Laurens, N. Y., Mr. and Mrs 


Soren Christensen for 


Memcry Tol (Reve Altred Thompson  2)ig .. . uke ee eae | 
Brush, Colo., Rey. J. Elling in memory of Wayne Sorensen ...... 
Brush, Colo., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Petersen in memory of Wayne 


Sihacinondag tun obogtael snancc ee ore ener rer eee By kaart te 10.00! adhe Sa eee Pebocer ee = 
TOTAL ~— |17875.22|| 1156.51! 408.23] 304.89 1968.00]... 
q 
Received with thanks. Blair, Nebr., June 4, 1955. 
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Hansen, Treasurer. 


—e_C_C_COC_CC TK ————————— 


BOOK REVIEWS 


A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life. By William 
Law, Westminster Press, 158 pages, $2.50. 


This is a devotional book written by a young man 
born in 1686. It has been edited and abridged for the 
modern reader by John W. Meister and others. It is well 
to read modern devotional books, but it is also of great 
help to read the devotional books written by the saints 
0° old who set out on the perilous course of a Christian 
life. They had their own temptations in those days, but 
it was the same God that helped them and this we find 
so well stated in this volume. —J.M.J. 


Pastoral Preaching. By David A. MacLennan, Westmin- 
ster Press, 157 pages, $2.50. i 

I read this book one evening before I went to bed, 
and I must say that it stimulated me a great deal. The 
author discusses the perspectives, objectives, resources, 
methods, the pastoral preaching and the unified Word. 
I suppose that any preacher no matter whether he has 
preached a few years or many years will always be in- 
terested in books on preaching. After all, preaching is 


his first and foremost job. By his message he wins ped 
ple for Christ and he keeps them with Christ. He als 
helps his people to be good servants and good steward 
in the church of God. So I suggest that the pastor whi 
reads this book will find a great deal of help in it. 


_IM. 


How Christian Parents Face Family Problems. By Johi 
Charles Wynn, Westminster Press, 144 pages, $2.50. 


This is a book for parents. The author who is him: 
self a father of three children has written the book as 
they ran in and out of his study. The author tries . 
discuss what it is to be a parent, family conflicts, the 
Christian home, family finances, worshipping together 
and a number of other things. He also tries to teach 
parents how to interpret sex to their children, when the 
problem of dating arrives, and facing the world with a 
handicapped child. He does this in a very pleasing way 
always keeping God first. The book will no doubt be 
of help to all who take the task of being parents seri- 


ously. —J.M.J. 


e 13, 1955 


Practice of Sacred Music. By Carl Halter, Concor- 
Publishing House, 96 pages, $2.50. 


is book will be welcome both by pastors, by organ- 
and by choir directors. The author discusses wor- 
from the point of view of music and song. He also 
usses it from the point of view of the choir and its 
in the worship of the church. He discusses a num- 
of practical and human problems that constantly 
fe the conscientious organist and choir director. So I 
commend the book to all that are interested in good 
rsic and good choir participation in the church.—J.M.J. 


ics for the Youth Fellowship. By Tom A. Smith, 
2 Warner Press, 94 pages, 75 cents. 


1 


“or the pastor and youth counselor who would like 
bget new ideas in our youth work, this little book has 
ihumber of good suggestions. It has 21 programs and 
se programs are very valued. They could be used 
‘our Luther Leagues and even our Senior Luther 
rague. They are educational and inspirational.—J.M.J. 


MUSIC INSTRUCTOR’S HYMN COMPLETES 
NEW LUTHERAN HYMNAL 


Minneapolis, Minn—A hymn composed by Carl W. 
indahl, Jr., music instructor at Augsburg College here, 
= been selected as the last of 605 hymns to be included 
'a new hymnal for Lutherans of America. 


Mr. Landahl was one of several Lutheran musicians 
wited to compose music for words written by Dr. E. E. 
yden, Rock Island, Ill., editor of the Lutheran Com- 
‘nion and secretary of the joint hymnal commission of 
weral Lutheran bodies. 


‘He was notified that his music was selected for the 
“mn, called “Eternal God, Before Thy Throne We 
ond.” 


‘The hymnal and accompanying service book have 
“en in preparation for 10 years. They are now being 
+ in type and are due for publication in 1956 or 1957. 


IGNIFICANT STATEMENT BY LEADERS IN INDIA 
(Continued from page 8) 

“eat experiment will have failed. 

We feel that when a secular state undertakes to de- 
de who shall be converted and not converted, then it 
mtravenes its constitution which gives the right “to 
rofess, practice and propagate” one’s faith. And at the 
me time, to that degree it abandons the idea of a sec- 
lar state. 

We would suggest to the central government that a 
ore or less permanent committee be appointed from 
yvernment to meet with a similar representative com- 
ittee from the Christian church to iron out the prob- 
ms that arise between government and missions. We 
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STUDENT INTEREST IN RELIGION GROWING 


American college students are showing more interest 


in religion than they have for decades. They are asking 
questions of greater depth and intensity, but at the same 
time they are becoming increasingly cautious about the 
kind of religious faith they will accept. 


This is the consensus of leaders of University Chris- 
tian Mission, a National Council of Churches program 
which last year reached 60,000 students on 22 U.S. col- 
lege campuses with an appeal to a new understanding of 
their Christian responsibilities and commitment to more 
active churchmanship. 


The new interest is evidenced not only by more stu- 
dents taking religious studies, but in the questions of a 
general cross-section of students on the average Ameri- 
can campus, according to Dr. John Oliver Nelson, UCM 
chairman. 


Dr. Nelson attributed the increased interest to “gen- 
eral world uncertainty” and “a recognition that science 
has not measured up” in providing the answers to stu- 
dents’ questions. “More and more students are coming 
to the realization that religion has something tremen- 
dous to say in the present world struggle,” he said. 


He traced the caution of the average student in his ap- 
proach to religion to a “rather widespread fear of being 
tagged as either too conservative or too liberal. Student 
leaders in both liberal and conservative groups on many 
campuses are stepping up their campaigns to recruit new 
members, he said. “Consequently the student who is 
uncommitted to either is caught in a crossfire of pressure 
between the two. He has an understandable reluctance 
tc become involved with one or the other until he has 
had an opportunity to examine thoroughly the claims 
of both.” 


Dr. Nelson, who is professor of Christian Vocation at 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., said that dur- 
ing the 1954-55 academic year the UCM program sent 
out 22 teams of clerical and lay leaders who held five- 
day evangelical programs on campuses in 16 states. 


need not urge that such committees be men of such fair- 
minded judgment that they will create confidence on 
both sides. We are convinced that the Christian move- 
ment in India is not a problem to be investigated, but an 
asset to be related. 


We who follow Christ believe in our democracy. We 
are grateful to see a great peace-loving democratic state 
coming into being where within it we hope all faiths will 
be free to give what they have to the individual and col- 
lective good. To this new emerging India, of which we 
are deeply proud, we pledge our loyalty, our love and 
our devoted service. 


—The Santal Missionary 


Plast-o-craft 


Here is something new in three-dimen- 
sional handwork. Each packet contains 
die-cut cardboard pieces in graduated si- 
zes, modeling plaster and _ instructions. 
Just glue the parts together and you have 
a church, a Roman soldier, a cross and an 
ancient sailing ship modeled in 3-D. Ail 
supplies provided. 


ING .463363.6 22% ch cssshtteny see teal: 


Miniature Religious Figures 


NEW —Here is an educational novelty— 
Religious Figures, miniature statuettes of 
the twelve Apostles, Judas, St. Paul and 
Jesus Christ made with as accurate a pre- 
sentation as possible. Measure 3” and 
perfectly detailed in a hard cream-colored 
plastic. Informative material and the em- 
blem of each Apostle is engraved in the 
base. Wonderful visual aid for a study of 
these men. 


Complete set, 15 figures $2.00 


No. 6225 


Wooden Souvenir Cross 


Consists of five pieces, completely formed and pre-cut. 
Ready for pupils to sand, assemble, stain and varnish. Easy 
to assemble. Pieces held together with model airplane ce- 
ment. Makes a beautiful finished cross. 


bra erena een tS 35¢ each; $3.85 dozen 


BIBLE DOMINOS—A Domino game with a Bible emphasis for children four to 
ten. Seven Biblical designs printed in bright colors on heavy durable board. An 


inspirational and educational game for the youngst 


200 S. Fifth Street 


Lutheran Publishing House 


ers. Price: $1.00 
Blair, Nebraska 
C3 
$oogd O1nO 
LLISTSA 
7% 


REVISED STANDARD 


VERSION WHITE BIBLES 
3807W. This popular edition is pri 
ed on fine Bible paper with ple 
of white space between the li 
for easy reading and the text 
complete footnotes. Made of wh 
genuine leather; limp style; geé 
edges; ribbon marker; and stamp 
in genuine gold. 

$12. 


2807XW. Smaller text Bibles 
complete footnotes and reference 
India paper edition in white ge 
ine leather; limp style; present 
tion page; gold edges; and g 
stamped binding. 

$10. 


2804WZ. Smaller text Bible with 
lustrations and maps. Printed 
fine Bible paper with white was 
able leatheroid cover with zippe 
presentation page; amiber ediges; ar 
gold stamped binding. 


$6. 
2808W. Smaller text Bible with 
lustrations and maps. Printed « 
fine Bible paper with white gent 
ine leather cover; presentation pag’ 
red under gold edges; and £0 
stamped binding. 

$7. 


THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE 
JUNE BRIDE 


FIP AHAIPIAGFPDEIPDIHAFIHGHEAGIHGEIA 
Lutheran Publishing House ! 
“00 S. Fifth Street 

Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 


’ 
’ 
’ 
’ 
—Religious Figures Set ’ 
—Plast-o-craft ’ 
—Souvenir Cross >. 
—Bible Dominos > 
—3807 W Bible —2804WZ Bible 
—2807 XW Bible —2808W Riple é 
’ 
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I enclose $= Go. Charge— 
Name ..55011. sie oe y 
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